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SUBJECT: EUROPEAN TANKER OPERATIONS IN THE UK 

1 . SUBJECT TO HMG APPROVAL, WE ANTICIPATE GRADUALLY 
INCREASING USAF TANKER ACTIVITY AT RAF MILDENHALL 
CONCURRENT WITH THE ULTIMATE WITHDRAWAL OF THE 98 STRATEGIC 
WING FROM TORREJON AB, SPAIN. TIMING FOR THIS PROPOSED 
INCREASE IS DEPENDENT ON US SENATE ACTION AS WELL AS 
SPANISH APPROVAL OF THE TREATY ON FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERA- 
TION. 
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2. WITH THE DRAWDOWN AT TORREJON, THE PROPOSED INCREASE IN 
UK BASED TANKER OPERATIONS WOULD CONTINUE THE SUPPORT OF 

A STRONG EUROPEAN TANKER FORCE FOR OUR COMMITMENT TO NATO. 
THIS TANKER EXPANSION AT MILDENHALL WILL PROVIDE A CONTINUED 
CAPABILITY TO SUPPORT FIGHTER DEPLOYMENTS FROM CONUS, WILL 
BE BASED CLOSER TO THE MAJORITY OF OUR EUROPEAN TACTICAL 
FORCES, AND WILL DIRECTLY SUPPORT EUROPEAN TRAINING AND 
EXERCISES. 

3. AS PRESENTLY ENVISIONED, EXPANDED TANKER OPERATIONS 
WOULD NORMALLY BE COMPOSED OF AN 1 1 KC-135 AIRCRAFT DETACH- 
MENT VICE THE PRESENT AUTHORIZATION FOR FIVE AIRCRAFT, AND 
APPROXIMATELY 400 PERSONNEL VICE THE 152 PRESENTLY ASSIGNED. 

A SURGE CAPABILITY TO 22 TANKERS WOULD BE REQUIRED TO 
SUPPORT CONTINGENCIES. 

4. WITH YOUR CONCURRENCE, DOD WILL FURNISH INSTRUCTIONS 
TO MAJOR GENERAL ROSENCRANS, 3AF COMMANDER, SO HE MAY 
INITIATE A FORMAL REQUEST WITH UK MOD TO EXPAND 
OPERATIONS AT MILDENHALL AS REQUIRED TO MAINTAIN 
CONTINUITY OF TANKER SUPPORT IN EUROPE. 
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